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ARRL National Parks On the Air — www.arrl.org/NPOTA

Celebrating 100 Years of the 
National Park Service
Next year will be the 100th anniversary of 
the National Park Service (NPS). For the 
last century, NPS has preserved and 
maintained hundreds of sites of natural or 
historic signi cance, from the homes of 
Revolutionary War heroes and Civil War 
battle elds, to the volcanoes of Hawaii 
and cave dwellings of past civilizations. 
As ARRL just celebrated our own 
Centennial, and because Amateur Radio 
is often enjoyed in the great outdoors, it 

The ARRL National Parks on the Air Event
Pack up your gear and help the National Park Service 

celebrate their Centennial!

In 2014, ARRL celebrated our own Centennial with the largest on-air 
event of its kind, the ARRL Centennial QSO Party. It was hugely 
successful, generated a lot of activity on the bands, and provided a lot of 
time for amateurs worldwide to pursue various accomplishments in the 
program. The feedback we received at ARRL Headquarters almost 
universally included the question, “When can we do something like 
that again?”

The answer is: 2016. 

seemed  tting to devise a 
program to help NPS 
celebrate their own 100th 
birthday.
The program, “National 
Parks on the Air (NPOTA),” 
runs throughout 2016. 
Activity will be promoted 
and encouraged from all 
408 of cial NPS 
“Administrative Units” and 
25 NPS “Af liated Areas” across the 
United States. This includes all 59 

National Parks, plus National 
Battle elds, Historic Sites, 
Memorials, Preserves, 
Reserves, Rivers, 
Seashores, National Scenic 
Trails, and many other units. 
See the sidebar, “List of 
Of cial NPS Administrative 
Units, by Type,” for a list of 
unit types and their 
quantities.

Chasers and Activators
The program will have two 
tracks of participation — 
Chasers and Activators. 
Chasers will simply attempt 
to make contact with 
operators in as many NPS 
units as possible. Activators 
will attempt to activate as 
many of the units as 
possible. You may participate 
as both Chaser and 
Activator. 
National Parks on the Air 
(NPOTA) is modeled after 
the Mixed DXCC award. 

List of Of cial NPS 
Administrative Units, by Type
National Battle elds ........................................................11
National Battle eld Parks ................................................ 4
National Battle eld Site .................................................... 1
National Military Parks ..................................................... 9
National Historical Parks ............................................... 49
National Historic Sites .................................................... 78
International Historic Sites ............................................... 1
National Lakeshores ........................................................ 4
National Memorials ........................................................ 30
National Monuments ...................................................... 80
National Parks ................................................................ 59
National Parkways ........................................................... 4
National Preserves ........................................................ 19
National Reserves ........................................................... 2
National Recreation Areas ............................................. 18
National Rivers ................................................................. 5
National Wild and Scenic Rivers and Riverways .......... 10
National Scenic Trails ...................................................... 3
National Seashores ....................................................... 10
Other Designations .........................................................11
Total NPS Units ............................................................ 408
NPS Af liated Areas ....................................................... 25
NPOTA Total Units ..................................................... 433

Only one contact with any given NPS unit 
will be required. There will be no tallying 
of NPS units based on bands or modes. 
NPOTA will be administered entirely 
through Logbook of The World (LoTW); 
no paper logs or QSLs will be accepted 
for NPOTA credit. All NPS units will be 
added to LoTW as a “location.” Both 
Chaser and Activator totals will be 
tracked via an online leader board based 
on LoTW data, just as it was for the 
Centennial QSO Party.
Three award certi cates will be available 
— the Chaser Award and the Activator 
Award certi cates will be available to any 
radio amateur anywhere in the world that 
has at least one con rmed contact with 
an NPS unit or activates at least one unit, 
respectively. A station’s total number of 
con rmed or activated units will be 
printed on the certi cate. 
Finally, the National Parks Honor Roll 
certi cate will be available for any station 
who con rms contact with at least 75% of 
the 59 National Parks that are activated 
in 2016. Note that is not the same as 
75% of all 59 National Parks.
Activators will also have a way to earn 
additional recognition as a “Five-Star 
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With this December 2015 issue of QST, ARRL marks the 100th anniversary 
of the first-ever issue of QST, published in December 1915. In honor of 
QST’s centennial, we are placing a digital edition of the December 1915 
issue into our online archive. You can also purchase a commemorative print 
copy of the December 1915 issue at www.arrl.org/shop/100-Years-of-
QST-Special-Reissue/. [David Pingree, N1NAS, photo]
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