Online Log Upload for ARRL Contests

A new web-based tool is the best and easiest way to submit your log.

Ward Silver, NOAX

The contest is over and now it’s time to
submit your log — but what’s the best
way? Until now, the fastest and most reli-
able method has been to use the e-mail
“robot,” which involved attaching your log
to an e-mail, sending it to the right address,
and getting a message back with your ac-
ceptance notice and confirmation number.
Upon reading the message, if there was a
problem you’d find it, fix it, e-mail the log
again, and repeat. If that sounds like a lot of
steps just to enter a contest, you're right —
and now there’s a better way.

Thanks to the volunteer work of Bruce
Horm, WA7BNM, all ARRL contests for
which a log is required are now supported
by the brand-new online log upload web
page at contest-log-submission.arrl.org.
You now have a “one-stop shop” for all
contests, without having to remember the
right e-mail address.

How to Use It

Figure 1 shows what you’ll see when you
browse to the web page. The page asks you
a few questions about your operation in the
contest — whether you are entering an HF
or VHF contest, as well as a few selections
to determine your category of entry and
location. You'll then use the CHOOSE FILE
button to browse to your Cabrillo-formatted
log file on your computer, or copy and paste
the log data into the text area.! Then click
SUBMIT LOG — it’s that easy.

You don’t have to tell the web page which
contest you're entering. The web script will
read that from the header of your log. As a
matter of fact, the answers to the questions
you’ll answer on the web page are part of
your header, too, but it is very common for
there to be a misconfiguration of the log-
ging software that creates discrepancies in
the log’s header or QSO lines. By answer-
ing the questions explicitly, on the web
page, log data quality is greatly improved,
which saves the log checkers hours and
hours of time.

After you click the SUBMIT LOG button,
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Use this form to submit your Cabrillo-formatted log to the ARRL for log checking. The form software will
automatically recognize the correct contest from your log file {(no need to select the contest). It will then
briefly check your log for proper formatting and completeness before uploading to the log-checking database. All
fields are required. Some selections for VHF logs may result in additional questions appearing. Click on the Submit

Log button after completing the form.
® HF Contest Log VHF Contest Log

Submitter's E-mail Address:nlax@arl.net

Missouri v
What's the highest output power you used during the contest? 5W or less 150W or less ‘® More than 150W
Did you use spotting assistance of any kind at any time during the contest? | '® Yes No

How many people operated under the call used during the contest?
| Check here if your log should not be scored and only used to check other entrants' logs.

Select Log File on Your Computer:| Choose File | NOAX 2016 IARU HF.log  OR Paste your Cabrillo-formatted log into

the text area below:

Submit Log Reset Form |

Location During Contest:

Only one '® More than one

Figure 1 — The log entry window at contest-log-submission.arrl.org, showing the author's IARU
HF Championship entry. (The window was slightly compressed in order to fit on this page.)

you'll see a screen like that shown in Fig-
ure 2. If your information was all okay and
the QSO lines were formatted correctly,
you’ll get a confirmation number, the
green boxes show how your category was
determined, and that the log was submitted
to ARRL. (The complete log will also be
displayed below the area shown.) You'll
also receive an e-mail confirmation. Save
your confirmation number for future refer-
ence, in case there are any problems later.

More Basics

What happens if there is something wrong
with the information? For example, maybe
the location in your header doesn’t match
the location in the QSO line. Or maybe (as
the author has done — oops) misconfigur-
ing the logging software puts one call sign
in the header and a different one in the
QSO! After reviewing the log, the web
page will clearly state any problems. You

can fix your log right then and there, and
resubmit until everything is just right. The
whole process takes just minutes.

It’s also important to note what the log
review process does not do. Your QSOs are
not cross-checked against any other log —
they are only checked to be sure the date/
time and band/mode are okay, and that all
of the necessary exchange information is
present and in the right order. The review
doesn’t check to be sure your operating
meets the contest rules or that you’ve typed
in the call signs correctly — that’s your job.

Once your log has been submitted, it will
then show up on ARRL’s Logs Received
page, where you can be sure that it was sub-
mitted in the correct section and category
and credited to the right club, if desired.?
Any problems can be corrected by editing
and resubmitting your log.
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is 4337470.iaru-hf.

Thank you for entering the contest and submitting your
please contact the Contest section at contests@arrl.org.

Analysis of your uploaded log:

Congratulations! You've successfully uploaded your IARU HF Championship contest log. Your confirmation number

log via the ARRL's web form. Please review the information

listed below and, if necessary, resubmit your log to make any corrections. If you have any questions about your log,

[contest rules]

Created from Number of operators question {Answer: More
than one)
Created from Spotting assistance question (Answer: Yes)

Created from Highest power question (Answer: More than
150w)

Figure 2 — After the log has been reviewed
and no errors or discrepancies found, the log’s
confirmation number is displayed along with the
category of entry. The full log is also displayed
below this portion of the screen.

Starting right now, the new web page is
the preferred method of uploading your
contest log. The old log-submission e-mail
addresses will still work, but we hope
you’ll switch to this faster and more ef-
ficient method that already has thousands
of satisfied customers. Upload one log, and
we're pretty sure you’ll make the switch

| Print this page |

Your submitted log follows:

Log received at: 2016-07-24 19:14:42 UTC

Contest: IARU-HF

Call Sign: NOAX

Category:  Multioperator, Single Transmitter, High
Power

Operator: MULTI-OP

Assisted: ASSISTED

Mode: MIXED

Power: HIGH

Transmitter: ONE

Station: FIXED

Location: MO

E-mail: n0ax@arrl.net

QS0s in 931

Log:

permanent!

Notes

The Cabrillo log format standard is available at
wwrof.org/cabrillo. WA7BNM also provides a
web service to generate a Cabrillo-formatted file
by entering non-Cabrillo log data at b4h.net/
cabforms.

2www.arrl.org/logs-received

W1AW Schedule

W1AW’s schedule is at the
same local time throughout
the year. From the second
Sunday in March to the first

Sunday in November, UTC =

Eastern US Time + 4 hours.
For the rest of the year, UTC =
Eastern US Time + 5 hours.

4 Morse codetransmissions: Frequencies are 1.8025, 3.5815, 7.0475, 14.0475,
18.0975, 21.0675, 28.0675, and 147.555 MHz.

Slow Code = practice sent at 5, 7', 10, 13, and 15 WPM.

Fast Code = practice sent at 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13, and 10 WPM.

Code bulletins are sent at 18 WPM.

4+ W1AW Qualifying Runs are sent on the same frequencies as the Morse code
transmissions. West Coast qualifying runs are transmitted by KEYR and other
West Coast stations on 3590 kHz and other frequencies. Underline one minute
of the highest speed you copied, certify that your copy was made without aid,
and send it to ARRL for grading. Please include your name, call sign (if any), and
complete mailing address. Fees: $10 for a certificate, $7.50 for endorsements.

4 Digitaltransmissions: Frequencies are 3.5975, 7.095, 14.095, 18.1025, 21.095,
28.095, and 147.555 MHz.

Bulletins are sent using 45.45-baud Baudot, PSK31 in BPSK mode, and
MFSK16 on a daily revolving schedule.

Keplerian elements for many amateur satellites will be sent on the regular digital
frequencies on Tuesdays and Fridays at 6:30 PM Eastern Time using Baudot

4 Voice transmissions: Frequencies are 1.855, 3.99, 7.29, 14.29, 18.16, 21.39,

# Notes: On Fridays, UTC, a DX bulletin replaces the regular bulletins. W1AW
is open to visitors 10 AM to noon and 1 PM to 3:45 PM Monday through Friday.
FCC licensed amateurs may operate the station during that time. Be sure to
bring your current FCC amateur license or a photocopy. In a communication
emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as follows: voice on the hour,
teleprinter at 15 minutes past the hour, and CW on the half hour.

W1AW code practice and CW/digital/phone bulletin transmission audio is also
available real-time via the EchoLink Conference Server W1AWBDCT. The
conference server runs concurrently with the regularly scheduled station
transmissions. The W1AW Qualifying Run texts can also be copied via the

Duriné; 2016, Headquarters and W1AW are closed on New Year’s Day,
ents’ Day (February 15), Good Friday (March 25), Memorial Day
(May 30), Independence Day (July 4), Labor Day (September 5),
Thanksgiving and the following day (November 24 and 25), and

PAC MTN CENT EAST Utc MON TUE WED THU FRI
6AM |7AM |8AM [9AM | 1400 FAST | SLOW | FAST | SLOW
CODE | CODE | CODE | CODE and PSK31.

7 AM- | 8 AM- | 9 AM- | 10 AM-| 1500-1700 VISITING OPERATOR TIME
1PM |2PM |3PM |4PM | 1800-2045 {12 PM-1 PM CLOSED FOR LUNCH) 28.59, and 147.555 MHz.
1PM |2PM |3PM |4PM | 2100 FAST | SLOW | FAST SLOW | FAST

CODE | CODE | CODE | CODE | CODE
2PM |3PM |4PM |5PM | 2200 CODE BULLETIN
3PM |4PM |5PM [6PM | 2300 DIGITAL BULLETIN
4PM |5PM |6PM |7PM | 0000 SLOW | FAST | SLOW | FAST | SLOW

CODE | CODE | CODE | CODE | CODE
5PM |6PM |7PM [BPM | 0100 CODE BULLETIN
6PM |7PM |8PM [9PM | 0200 DIGITAL BULLETIN EchoLink Conference Server.
6% PM| 745 PM | 8% PM | 9% PM | 0245 VOICE BULLETIN
7PM |8PM |9PM |10 PM | 0300 FAST | SLOW | FAST SLOW | FAST Presi

CODE | CODE | CODE | CODE | CODE
8PM |9PM |10PM|11PM | 0400 CODE BULLETIN

Christmas (December 25). For more information, visit us at www.arrl.org/wiaw.
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